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SUBJECT: AMERICAN CORRESPONDENTS WITH PRESIDENT’S PARTY 

1. ALTHOUGH WE ASSUME THAT THE ISSUANCE OF CHINESE VISAS FOR AMERICAN 
CORRESPONDENTS ACCOMPANYING THE PRESIDENT ON HIS VISIT TO PEKING IS 
BEING SATISFACTORILY TAKEN CARE OF EITHER IN WASHINGTON OR TOKYO, SOME 

CONCERN HAS BEEN EXPRESSED TO US BY THOSE CORRESPONDENTS BASED IN 
HONG KONG WHO WILL BE JOINING THE PRESIDENTIAL PARTY IN TOKYO THAT 
THERE 

MAY BE SOME LAST MINUTE DIFFICULTIES WITH PRC EMBASSY IN CONNECTION 
WITH THEIR VISAS. THE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO ALERT TOKYO AND 
WASHINGTON TO THESE EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN IN THE HOPE THAT SHOULD 
SUCH DIFFICULTIES ARISE, APPROPRIATE ACTION CAN BE TAKEN TO RESOLVE 
THEM. 

2. AS BEST WE CAN DETERMINE, THE FOLLOWING HONG KONG BASED AMERICAN 
CORRESPONDENTS WILL BE JOINING THE PRESIDENTIAL PARTY IN TOKYO: 

ROBERT SHAPLEN (NEW YORKER MAGAZINE), ROY ROWAN (TIME MAGAZINE) 

AND A1 CHAMBERS AND JACK REYNOLDS, BOTH OF NBC 

TELEVISION. OF THESE FOUR, SHAPLEN SEEMS THE MOST CONCERNED. 

ROWAN, CHAMBERS AND REYNOLDS TELL US THEIR HOME OFFICES ARE 
HANDLING ALL DETAILS REGARDING THEIR CHINESE VISAS AND THEY 
ANTICIPATE NO PROBLEMS. 
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